Mantle cell lymphoma epidemiology: a population-based study in France.
Only limited population-based data are available on mantle cell lymphoma (MCL), a relatively rare and aggressive mature B cell non-Hodgkin lymphoma (NHL) entity. We conducted an epidemiological study based on the three French registries devoted to haematological malignancies over the period 2002-2006. Main clinical features and management characteristics were collected. Incidence and survival rates were estimated, and independent prognostic factors were analysed. MCL was diagnosed in 135 patients between 2002 and 2006. Seventy-four percent of patients were men. Age-standardised incidence rate of MCL (per 100,000) was 1.1 in men and 0.26 in women. Median age at diagnosis was 72 years (range 30-92). Advanced-stage (III or IV) disease was diagnosed in 81.5 % of patients, and 55 % of them were identified as high risk according to MCL International Prognostic Index (MIPI). Median net survival time was 41 months (95 % confidence interval (CI), 38-62). Main independent prognostic factors were age at diagnosis, performance status and use of rituximab in first-line treatment. Median overall survival was 36 months (95 % CI, 27-40) for high MIPI and 60 months (95 % CI, 35-74) for low/intermediate MIPI patients (p = 0.02). This study confirms that MCL remains an aggressive NHL with a median overall survival less than 4 years and demonstrates that the use of rituximab has modified overall survival duration.